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Message from the President, Listening for the Right Notes

May I offer some words of wisdom - Piano teachers, 
you need to lower the volume on your criticism 
monitors. Call it constructive or call it highly 
enlightened guidance, but basically, day in and day 
out, many teachers find themselves listening to 
student after student to find wrong notes, wrong 
phrasing, wrong touch, wrong sound, etc. When I 
was very young, my teacher told me how a father of 
a student came up to her after a recital and, in 
response to his son's performance, said that he 
counted 4 wrong notes (I don't remember the exact 
number), but in any case, he said emphatically that 

he counted four wrong notes. My teacher wittily responded, "Did you count 
the number that were right?" Over the years of being an Auditions Center 
Head and now Coordinator of the program, I know how the Committee 
strives to get judges who recognize what is right about a performance and 
who do not sit listening and looking for everything that is wrong. Positive 
listening is a tough task. It is often hard to temper skills that are honed to 
achieve excellence and perfection. Sometimes by listening so critically, one 
missies what is being said musically, what is being offered emotionally. 
Sometimes the great skills one acquires as a performer are the same skills 
which limit one's musical experience as a listener. And sometimes this same 
critical attitude permeates into how one looks at any type of work offered 
by others.

It brings to mind a conversation I had at a cocktail party, again many years 
ago. As a single, young musician just out of college, I was visiting friends 
on Martha's Vineyard where John Gorman, a past member of MEA, hosted a 
little cocktail party. Many musicians spent their summers on the Vineyard, 
and they had this wonderful community of friends. Anyway, at the party I 
was introduced to a young professional woman pianist who had been 
recently divorced. She said to me something along the lines of "Piano 
teachers (in this case, female) do not make great wives. We are always 
correcting people and feel we are in charge of the situation. We run our 
business; we call the shots." She continued, "The next time I am married, I 
will not behave the same way." I weighed those words very carefully. I 
understood clearly what she was getting at; the warning stuck in my head. 
Fortunately for me, I played in many bands, and through that experience, 



reinforced, what fellow Board member Bertha Mandel refers to as 'Ensemble 
Playing', - learning to play and create with others. Whether it be in a band, 
chamber ensemble or orchestra, the experience of making music with 
others teaches us some valuable life lessons. How to play with others 
outside the music arena and play nicely.

Learning how to function on the Board of the MEA is truly an 'ensemble' 
playing challenge. I can see why many members shy away from being 
involved on this level of volunteerism. I can sit here and say how wonderful 
it has been to preside over the MEA, but in reality it really is not all 
wonderful. Many times I thought, what have I got myself into? But then I 
go back to my realization that to truly make a difference and contribute, as 
in making great music, you have to step up and take the heat. Along with 
the heat comes great reward. Along the way new, often times unexpected, 
relationships are formed; new voices start to speak up; the mission of the 
organization is respected, reinvented and honored. My first year as 
President was not at all easy. I had many sleepless nights. I had some 
unfortunate drama. But I kept the bigger picture in mind, and by the year's 
end - with the help of my ensemble of great officers - I was able to set a 
path that will hopefully be calmer and even more productive for my next 
two years of service. I am proud that much work has been done and many 
great changes are in the works. The emails of support from members who I 
may not know so well, and members whom I do know, are really 
appreciated. And again, I am very grateful to the MEA Board members, who 
have stood by me and who are all dedicated to our organization. As 
volunteers of this great organization, all of our Board Members deserve 
listeners that can appreciate all the right notes.
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