
NYPS Annual Gala Benefit 
March 4, 2017, 8 PM 
Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall 
Tickets: $100, $75, $60  |  Student/Senior Discount: $30 
 
The New York Piano Society, a non-profit that seeks to develop exceptional 
non-professional pianists who have careers outside of music, will present 
selected accomplished pianists who spend their working hours as doctors, 
architects, engineers, mathematicians, designers and police officers. Featuring, 
in collaboration with NYPS pianists, Guest Artists Roberto Cani, international 
concert violinist, and legendary educator, Seymour Bernstein, piano. The 
program includes works by Chopin, Schubert, Liszt, Paganini, Ravel and more. 
 
Special Guest Artists: 
SEYMOUR BERNSTEIN, Legendary educator, author, pianist and 
composer.- Born in Newark, New Jersey, Seymour Bernstein was already 
teaching piano at the age of fifteen, his teacher at the time, Clara Husserl, 
having arranged for him to supervise the practicing of some of her gifted 
younger pupils. He soon had a class of pupils of his own, some of whom are 
still studying with him. He achieved local fame quite early as a performer, 
winning the Griffith Artist Award at the age of seventeen. Inducted into the 
army during the Korean War, he gave concerts on the front lines and for top 
military leaders. 
He made his debut in 1969 with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, playing the 
world première of Concerto No. 2 by Villa–Lobos. The winner of the First 
Prize and Prix Jacques Durand at Fontainebleau, the National Federation of 
Music Clubs Award for Furthering American Music Abroad, a Beebe 
Foundation grant, two Martha Baird Rockefeller grants, and four State 
Department grants, he made a point of offering master classes and lecture 
recitals wherever his concert tours took him. 
 One of the most sought–after clinicians in this country and abroad, Seymour 
Bernstein is also a prolific composer, with many works on the best seller list. In 
2015, the actor Ethan Hawke completed a documentary on Seymour Bernstein 
entitled SEYMOUR BERNSTEIN: AN INTRODUCTION. Responses to it by 
the press and audiences have eclipsed all expectations. In July, 2015, Sundance 
Selects/IFC acquired the rights to the film and released it to theaters throughout 
the US and South America in March of 2015. To this day, the documentary is 
screening worldwide to overwhelming acclaim. 
 *NYPS solutes Bernstein in celebration of his 90th birthday. 
  



ROBERTO CANI - Acclaimed throughout the music world as not just a 
performer, but an “artiste”, violinist Roberto Cani has continued to bring his art 
to the highest of levels, captivating and delighting audiences in the United 
States and abroad, since his solo debut at the Gaveau Hall in Paris. 
Winner of the Paganini International Competition in Genoa, Mr. Cani began his 
studies at the age of seven. Mr. Cani has been a first and grand prize winner of 
numerous competitions, including the Courcillon International Competition, 
and the Jeunesses Musicales International Competition in Belgrade, where he 
also captured a special award for the best performance of a contemporary work. 
 In addition, he has been the winner of the Minetti Prize and received honors at 
the Tchaikovsky Competition. 
 Mr. Cani has performed throughout the United States as well as in Italy, Spain, 
Austria, Germany, Russia, Croatia, Belgium, Poland, Serbia, France, Taiwan, 
Japan and South Africa. He has appeared as soloist with the Moscow 
Philharmonic, the RAI Symphony (Italy), the Belgrade Philharmonic, Zagreb 
Soloists, Orchestra Haydn of Bolzano, the American Youth Symphony, the 
Oregon Symphony, the Missouri Chamber Orchestra and Symphony of the 
Americas. Mr. Cani has performed as guest concertmaster for the La Scala 
Philharmonic in Milan under the baton of Riccardo Muti. He was also invited 
by Vladimir Jurowski to be a guest concertmaster for the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra. He is currently Concertmaster of the Los Angeles Opera Orchestra. 
 
 About NYPS and the Annual Gala Benefit: 
Founded in 2005 by pianist and Moscow Conservatory graduate Elena 
Leonova, the New York Piano Society is dedicated to providing pianists across 
diverse professions with opportunities to become, and perform alongside, 
distinguished artists. NYPS presents regular public solo and chamber music 
recitals free of charge throughout the year, presenting its members alongside 
distinguished professional artists, including pianist Byron Janis and flutist 
Carol Wincenc, in New York City at Carnegie Hall, Bruno Walter Auditorium 
at Lincoln Center, Merkin Concert Hall at Kaufman Music Center, Baruch 
Performing Arts Center, Hunter College, Concert Hall of the German 
Consulate, Steinway Hall, and Liederkranz Hall. Members are selected through 
an audition process and come from diverse professional backgrounds, with ages 
ranging from 18 to 83. 
	


